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Nebellen wiisase vor eines Kunlerens

-.-.-«.7.......... _m,,,,u"ﬂ-hau-.m

Assad dens aus det Opponition ine Kabi wesen Slastamedion meldeten die
borvioase nahae von funf die wie die

lerprdsidenion Kadei Dachamil entlas

son Aus oyrischen Qualien verlautete, ot naaseen des Jeeps auch ffe

Dacharmil habe sich ohne Erlaubnks
Assads In Gund mit US- Botachafier "'"‘m'“;"'“"
Robwrt Pord getroften. ora, arp Oruppe stellt das -
D4 Proving wird seit Jahren von Konflik-
Umstrittenes Gehelm-Treffen | ‘4 egigen Unvuben pwiechen don Be-
Iag - Kin gebaimes Troflen fahrender det uiguriachen Revol-
Soskaldemok aten (CS50)) Der
I doen Usken Priwidenten Milos Ze Xin-
et Uit vt de Patait e s st Jop ik dorm
Yartel fUr massiven Arger in der ﬁh“_l—“:
pe i~ doo war e ¢ Frau und seine Mutter, Der Wagen war
chet meschge die Absetaung von Far- | gegen Mittag suf das berthente
Bohuslar Sobotha Dessen Stel) men, das Tor des Himmilschen
ireter und Rivale Michal Hasek und hatte dabel rwel Touristen
ie das Treten in Schious Lany bel mﬁnmnmm
€ am Mittwoch ein, nachdem et es Nachdem et gogen die
deenentiert hatte. Die Vorberel- | Balustrade einer Betcke vor dem e

[ eines Putschversuchs® sel nicht

Aekommen, liel Hasek un | auf, die drel Insassen starben, Xinhua su-

lprache
dleni. Am 10 November soll det
Mivausschuse

es Geheimnis

Iber den Ausschluss von Silvio

i wird der italienische Senat

timmen und nicht wie 4blich

ethusconi soll mit einem Wut

ouf die Entscheidung des

n Gremiums am Mittwoch
bens. Es besteht die Vermu

o aul (berlbufer sus ande

1 apekuliert hatte. In der

& geht es darum, ob der
mier wegen seiner Verurtel
setbetriger seinen Sitz im
1t Vertreter seiner Partel
n von einer Verletzung des
und kndigten Konsequen

dichtigen habe man ebenfalls Messet ge-
funden und ,mindestens eine Dachihad:
Flagge®, schrieb Xinhua.
| Die Angaben der chinesischen Behor-
| den sind von unabhingiger Seite nicht sy
(Uberprifen. War es tatsichlich ein poli-
tisch motivierter Anschlag von Ulguren,
dann hat die Gewalt in der Unrubeprovinz
| Xinjlang nun etstmals die chinesische
Hauptstadt erreicht. Peking hat nach bluti-
gen Auseinandersetzungen in Xinjlang
schon Ofter angeblich mit dem Ausland ver-
netzte ulgurische Gruppen flr ,Terroran
schidge® verantwortlich gemacht, dafir
abet bishet kaum Bewelse vorgelegt. Die
| Uberprafungsolcher Vorfille durch auslén-

Anfangs hat sich China mit einer Bewertung des Tiananmen
von einem Anschlag - und nimmt fun Verdachtige fest, die aus

POLITIK

Terror in der Stadt

2wischenfalls zurickgehalten, nun spricht die Polizel
der Unruhe-Provinz Xinjlang stammen solien

Dunnersiag/Freiag, 31 Okiaber /1. Novernber 2003, N, 182 Q
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Anfangs hat sich China mit einer Bewertung des
Tiananmen-Zwischenfalls

zurlickgehalten, nun spricht die Polizel von einem
Anschlag und nimmt finf

Verdéachtige fest, die aus die Unruhe Provinz
Xinjiang stammen sollen.
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provided access to the former (m
perial residence known as the

sign of that around the bridges
Tuesday, suggesting that the ex

bustible substance ignited by
the vehicle's occupants after it

3

kic-speaking Ulghur minority,  ingications that investigators

Looking at suspects
from a region that has
been the site of unrest.

the vehacke .wr hurtied mare

emerged from a police notice
sent to Beijing hotels on Monday
night, warning them to be on the
Jookout for two ethnic Uighurs.
The notice, which was posted

ness who said the vehicle had

home counties of two suspects
One suspect was said to be from

BREATHES

[ {9

A paramilitary police officer detained a woman near an entrance of the Forbidden City in Beijing, where a car exploded Monday

China Focuses on an Ethnic Minority in a Car Explosion

Shanshan County, the scene last
summer of a violent clash be-
tween protesters and the police
that left dozens dead. The other
was said to be from Pishan Coun
ty, near the jade-trading city
Hotan, where seven people, in
cluding two women, were killed
during a 2011 clash between resi

Morning Post
citing several hotels in Beljing
said the authorities were seeking
information about five license
plates from Xinjlang and as many
as eight people, all but one with
Uighur names.

The Beijing Public Security Bu
reau did not respond to telephone
calls or to a faxed request for
comment

An officlal who answered the
phone on Tuesday at a police sta-
tion house in Pishan said one sus
pect, Yusupu Aihema been
living on a farm ted with
the People’s Liberation Army bt
left_in September. Pressed for
further details, the officer hung
ip

official in Shanshan
County, the home of the second
named  suspect,  Yusupa
Wumalerniyazi, declined (o dis
cuss the case.

If the Tiananmen Square epi-
sode proves to be the work of Us
ghur assailants, it will suggest

content can no longer be confimed

China's far-off frontier, a vast
expanse rich in ol and gas that
borders Pakistan, Afghanistan
and several Central Asian coun-
tries. Yang Shu, a professor who
heads the Institute for Central
Asian Studies at Lanzhou Uni-
versity, said be thought the event
had the hallmarks of a suicide at
tack.

He said it was on
time before the violence that
plagued the region 4 into
the Chinese heartland. “There is
a spillover effect from these ter-
rorist acts that extends beyoed
Xinjiang." he sxid. “This should
be a warning for authorities that
the sphere of their activities is
expanding.”

But llham Tobti, a Ulghur
scholar in  Beijing, warned
against drawing  conclusions
about the identity and motives of
thase responsible for Monday's
attack. He said the 20 million Us-
ghurs lving in China already
faced widespread discrimination
and unwritten l-wlmlxmi that
limited employ
ties and their
abroad.

Acts of viclence by petitioners
and other disgruntied Han are

y & matter of

opportani-
"abiity 1 travel
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Senators Warn Obamc
Before Iraq Leader’s Vi

Say Premier Contributes to Rise in Viole

By MICHAEL R. GORDON
and ERIC SCHMITT

WASHINGTON — As Prime
Minister Nuri Kamal al- \|‘| ki of
Iraq headed to Washin
Tuesday, an influential
senators sent a st
letter to Preside:
ing that Mr. Ma
ap o irsql politics
contributed o the surge of vio
lence there

Mr. Maliki, who is scheduled to

n Friday,
wants the

meet with Mr. Obam
has signaled that he
United St

ticated  weapons,
Apache attack hel
that the Iragi government ca

fight Al Qaeda in Iraq and ot
insurgent groups.

The letter, signed by ranking
Democratic as well as Repub
lican lawmakers, sought to put on
Mr. Maliki on notice that contin:
ved Ame: support for
would depend heavily on his will
ingness to share power with his
nation's Sunni and Kurdish mi
norities.

Mr. Maliki, a Shilte politician
who became prime minister in
06 with the support of the
an ambassador to Bagh.
s often bee
being sectarian and au
lan. Those tendencies, the
tors wrote, made Iraq more fer
tile ground
have been mounting attacks with
increasing frequency.

“This failure of governance is
d:m-xx many Sunni Iraqis into
arms of Al Qaeda in Iraq and

aks

1u ling the rise of violence,” the

letter said.
Earlier on Tuesday, two of the
senators spoke
arate intervie
ki's failure to unify the competing
factions in Iraq. “He's got a k
work to do in terms of palling to-
gether diverse el
country,” said Se
in, a Michigan Democrat
heads the Armed Servic

who

pod job of iL."
in also criticized Mr
ing in, if not
Iran's efforts to sup-
s to President Bashar

al-Assad of Syria,
through Iraqi airspa
allowed o

flights
spply Syri

" Mr. Lev

Senator Bob Corker of Tennes.
see, the senior Republican on the
Foreign Relations _Committee,
which is to meet with Mr. Maliki
even more
critical of the Iraqi leader, “What
he's dome is create a situation
where the population is more ac-
cepting of what Al Qaeda is doing
there because of his lack of inchu
siveness,” Mr. Corker said.

The other senators who signed
the Jetter were John McCain of
Arizona and y Graham of
South Carolina, both Republican
who have Jong taken a strong in
terest in Iraq; Robert Menende
the New Democrat who
chairman of the Senator Foreign
Relations Committee; and James
M. Inbofe, a Republican from

Iraq

Insurgents who

using flights

Oklahoma who is the rank
ority member of the
Services Committee

In expressing
rising number of bombi

alarm ov

not being more outspoker
developments there

The better e
Maliki's visit w
for Mr. Obama to *re
the American people abe
continuing stra
..mm

The L

nited State !

group
reased sharing
nators stopped
that such

Prime Minister Nuri K
al-Maliki of Iraq is to
with Pres

arms sales would

Mr.  Malik

t0 crack down on bis
ponents.

politi

Secretary Chuck |
and other senior ¢
In his remark
fore flying to Wask
Maliki made clear that his p
ty was to secure support for
of Am and
forms of security assistance

rican ari

will d security and
gence in addition 1o arms ne
by the military to fight te
sm," he said

Top British Official in Ulste
Is Target of a Letter Bomb

By DOUGLAS DALBY

DUBLIN — A letter bomb was
sent to Britain's top official in
Northern Ireland on
forcing

Tuesday
evacuation at

province's political leaders until
the parcel was defused by the
British Army. It was the fourth
letter bomb mailed to a high
profil figure in Northern Ireland

i tha mach wesd

His deputy

ness, who was
said on Twitter
attacks on places
nge Ha
ter &
s & will further

Two ||h<».1-<”
er had be
mm.m(mm nch
of the force, Matt

d

Letter be
of Wor
s are t!

twisted
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ARCHANES, Greece — The tax in-
spectors swept into this picturesque vil-
lage in Crete during the middle of a
saint’s day celebration recently, moving
from restaurant to restaurant demand-
ing receipts and financial records. Soon,
customers annoyed by the holiday dis-
ruption  confronted ~them. Pushing,
shoving and angry words followed, and
eventually the frightened inspectors
were forced to flee.

“People are so angry and so poor;”
said Nikolis Geniatakis, who has run his
restaurant here on the main square for
the last 34 years and who watched the
confrontation from across the street.

“What were the tax inspectors doing
here? Why aren't they going after the
big fish?”

If Greece is ever going to get its pub-
lic finances in order and escape grind-
ing budget austerity, it will have to do a
better job collecting taxes. For years,
economists have pointed to rampant tax
evasion as one of the country’s most se-
rious problems, depriving the govern-
ment of money it badly needs,

But as the confrontation in Archanes

Beijing Crash
May Be Tied
To Unrest

In Xinjiang

By ANDREW JACOBS

BELJING — Five people were killed
'nd 38 were injured on Monday when a
peeding vehicle careered along a
rowded sidewalk in the ceremonial
eart of the Chinese capital and burst
1to flames at the entrance to the For-
idden City, billowing black smoke that
bscured the iconic portrait of Mao
edong.

Three of the dead were the driver and
1e two passengers riding in the car,
nd the other two were pedestrians — a
ilipino woman and a man from Guang-

{ong Province in southern China — ac-
Lording to the authorities. They quickly
ealed the area around Tiananmen
quare and the Forbidden City, which is
ormally packed with  thousands  of

Late Monday, night, the police sent a

otice to hotel§ in Beijing seeking in-
{rmation about “suspicious guests”

nd naming two suspects from Xinjiang,
{1e troubled region in China’s far west
+hose ethnic Uighur population has be-
(ome increasingly disenchanted with
{hinese policies.

Hypersensitive to any unscripted
| ews happening in the center of Beijing,
{1e government had sought earlier to

{astrict coverage of the episode and
| romptly deleted witness photographs
{nd related postings on social medm A

gone well; having inspectors run out of
town is hardly evidence that the rule of
law is taking root in the Greek economy.
Rather than instilling a sense of fair-
ness, the more aggressive tax collection
program in some ways appears to have
aggravated the problem. In particular,
attempts to cast a broad net have only
fueled public anger at the wealthy, who
are often seen as the main culprits.

In the early days of the economic cri-
sis here, Greek officials optimistically
predicted that tax collection would soon
improve. They bragged of using aerial
photographs to get tax evaders who
failed to declare their swimming pools
on tax returns as required. They zeroed
in on doctors who reported low incomes
but who somehow paid high rents in af-
fluent neighborhoods.

But despite such headline-grabbing
efforts and an astonishing number of
new tax laws (22 in the last two years),
some question whether the authorities
are actually making progress. At the
end of 2011, tax arrears totaled 45 billion
euros, or about $62.1 billion. At the end
of 2012, €56 billion, or about $77.3 billion.

tax period to come, the arrears had ris-
en to €60 billion, or almost $83 billion,
equivalent to nearly a fifth of the go
ernment’s public debt.

Experts say many of the tax col-
lection measures are not effective, espe—
cially those aimed at the rich. Taxil
yacht owners, for instance, only e
aged them to moor their boats else-
where, emptying Greek marinas.

Efforts to overhaul the tax system,
many accountants say, have created
such a confusing jumble of laws that it
will take months, if not years, to un-
derstand them. Consolidating and reor-
ganizing the tax bureaus, intended to
save money in the long run, has created
an administrative nightmare in the
short run, with files arriving months af-
ter a move, if at all, union officials say.

But perhaps as troublesome, some
experts say, is the growing grass-roots
anger that led the customers to turn
against the four tax inspectors recently
in Archanes. Tax collectors have been
threatened or chased out of many
towns, union officials say, though only a
few cases, like the one here, get much

ANGELOS TZORTZINIS FOR THE NEW YO

Nikolis Geniatakis, at his restaurant in Archanes, Greece. Like man
questions new tax laws. “Why aren’t they going after the big fish?” he a:

attention.

For Mr. Geniatakis, the arrival of the
tax inspectors was the kind of showy
government move that hurts the little
guy but amounts to nothing. In these
hard times, he and the other restaurant
owners had pooled €1,000 each, about
$1,380, for music and decorations, only
1o see their investment disappear with

the crowds when the scuffle began

“They are driving us crazy, but
about the Lagarde list?” he sai
ferring to about 2,000 tax evasior
pects with Swiss bank accounts \
names were turned over to Greel
cials in 2010.

When a journalist, Kostas Vaxe

Continued ort Page All
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People lay injured on a pedestrian walkway on Monday after a vehicle drove through a crowd and burst into flames at the entrance of the Forbidden City:

oreign Ministrs
(lined to respond to a question i
{hether the episode had been a terror-
itattack.

But witness accounts suggested the
(river had deliberately steered the ve-
licle more than 400 yards along the
¢ dewalk and had rammed into a marble
liling of the Jinshui Bridge, built to
faverse the moat that encircles the
vast imperial residence that served
{ enerations of Chinese rulers.

“This was not some driver who took a
{rong turn and accidentally ended up
(n the sidewalk,” one witness said.

Southern Metropolis Daily, a newspa-
| er based in Guangdong, quoted a Fili-
1o tourist as saying the driver had re-
jeatedly honked the car’s horn, sug-
{ 2sting an attempt to alert pedestrians.

Ringed by steel barriers, heavily po-
Iced by plainclothes officers ~and

Chen Jichag contributed research

watched over by countless security
cameras, the entrances to the Forbid-
den City and the adjoining Tiananmen
Square have long been a magnet for po-
litical protest, most notably the 1989 stu-
dent demonstrations that were crushed
by force.

In 2011, a man protesting the unfavor-
able outcome of a legal grievance set
fire to himself near the Jinshui Bridge.
Two years earlier, a man set fire to him-
self near the same spot. In 2001, two
people died and three others were in-
jured after they set fire to themselves in
the square, although details of that epi-
sode remain murky.

In 2009, three people set themselves
and their car on fire at Wangfujing, a
shopping street just east of the square,
in what has been described as a protest
against illegal land seizures.

In recent vears_the nalice have intro-

duced increasingly tight security
around Tiananmen Square that in-
cludes searching the belongings of visi-
tors and questioning those they believe
fit the description of petitioners, the ag-
grieved citizens who flock to the capital
in what is often a futile quest for justice.
Fire extinguishers can be seen ar-
ranged at lampposts across the square.

The episode on Monday occurred
shortly after noon, when the sport util-
ity vehicle made a sharp turn onto the
sidewalk alongside Chang’an Avenue
and raced toward the southern entrance
to the Forbidden City. One man who

ned upon the area minutes af-

terward described an eerily quiet scene,
with a half-dozen people lying motion-
less on the pavement.

“It almost felt like performance art,
with people standing around in shm:k
unsure of what had inst hannened

the man, a foreign visitor who declined
togive his name.

In locking down the area, the police
immediately closed a busy subway sta-
tion, shooed away tourists and detained
several foreign journalists, including
two reporters for Agence France-
Presse, who were forced to delete im-
ages from their cameras. Armored vehi-
cles and paramilitary police officers
swarmed the area, and bomb-sniffing
dogs roamed a broader zone that in-
cluded Zhongnanhai, the walled com-
pound that houses the Chinese leader-
ship, and the Great Hall of the People,
home to the legislature. Witnesses said
municipal workers had arrived quickly
with long-handled brushes to wash
away the pools of blood.

Photographs posted online showing a
vehicle engulfed in flames were quickly

showed the police erecting green p
of fabric in an effort to concea
charred wreck from passing traffic.

‘The police notice issued to Beijin
tels Monday night suggested tha
authorities were looking for addit
cars that may have been involved i
episode. It asked for help identi
suspicious guests and “illegal vehi
that might have been spotted as |
as Oct. 1, and listed four license
numbers with the regional prefi
Xinjiang.

For hours ater the episode, crow
disappointed tourists milled outsid
lice barriers waiting for the street {
open. When asked why the side
was closed, one police officer said,
a special Kind of activity, but we «
know what kind.”

Then he added: “Don’t worry. It

delpted: _ane.

he.

Voters, in Midterm Elections, Give New Momentum to the Opposition in Argentin

By JONATHAN GILBERT

BUENOS AIRES — After a decade of
family rule in Argentina, the political
tenor has begun to change.

Argentines voted in midterm elec-
tions on Sunday that gave new mo-
mentum to the opposition, most signif-
icantly in Buenos Aires Province, home
to more than 15 million people in this na-
tion of 40 million.

The Renewal Front party, for which
Sergio Massa, a municipal mayor, head-
ed the list of candidates, won heavily
here with almost 44 percent of the vote,
12 points ahead of President Cristina
Ferndndez de Kirchner’s party, the

ALBERTO RAGGIO/AGENCIA DIARIOS ¥ NOTICIAS, VIA AP.

changes.
At a downtown theater here on Sun-
day night, party officials celebrated
winning 33 percent of the vote nation-
wide, more than any other party. But
they also cut confused and forlorn fig-
ures. There is no clear successor to Mrs.
Kirchner. Her husband, a popular figure
who many expected to succeed her in a
presidency-swapping  strategy  that
could have extended the family’s politi-
cal dynasty, died unexpectedly in 2010.
Mrs. Kirchner has overseen an ex-
pansion of social benefits, a liberal so-
cial agenda and a string of nationaliza-
tions. But discontent with her adminis-
tratian is widesnread Vaters who ae-

progress.”

‘The rise of Mr. Massa and opposition
figures in other pivotal provinces repre-
sents a “jump toward moderation,” Mr.
Berensztein said, after a decade of con-
frontation, particularly with the coun-
try’s important agriculture sector, that
has polarized Argentines.

Mr. Massa told cheering supporters
on Sunday night: “The people have spo-
ken. And their message is clear.”

Mr. Massa was Mrs. Kirchner’s chief
of cabinet for a short period in 2008 and
2009, but he left her Peronist party in
June to start the Renewal Front. Mr.
Massa describes his party as having “a

grams. “When the frenzy subsides
will see Massa’s true colors,” said
rez Orlando, 58, a furniture mover
. “His reign here has only b
fited the rich.”

The Front for Victory lost 12 ¢
provinces, including major urban
ters. It also came in third in the ci
Buenos Aires, far behind the cons
sional candidates of Mayor Mau
Macri's center-right party. Mr. Mac
longtime opponent of Mrs. Kirchner
‘mediately announced that he would
for the presidency in 2015.

In total, a third of seats in the Se
and a half in the Chamber of Dept
were un for election. Mrs. Kirchner.
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' Held
ttack ‘

eying
ANDREW JACOBS

‘G — The Chinese au-
announced on Wednes-
irrests of five suspects
as Islamic jihadists
say helped orchestrate
ous attack near Tianan-
wre, the political heart of |
n, that left five people |

sief message posted on
Jlog account, the Beijing
curity Bureau said the |
all ethnic Uighurs from
restern Xinjiang region,
ted a family of three to
shicle across a crowded
on Monday and then ig-
ar at the foot of the Tian- |
ate. Two tourists were
140 people were injured |
ehicle sped toward the
to the Forbidden City.
rorities had previously
38 injuries.
scupants of the car —
[ by the police as Usmen
is wife, Gulkiz Gini; and
ser, Kuwanhan Reyim,
aat are identifiably Ui-
died as it went up in
‘he police say that in ad-
gasoline and a gas canis-
tigators recovered from
icle two knives, metal
1 banner bearing “reli-
tremist messages.” The
d not disclose the content
messages.
was a violent terrorist
was carefully planned
janized” the statement

solice said the five sus-
ere arrested Monday, 10
fter the attack, and had
:d their involvement.
said investigators _had
ng knives and a “jihad-
1 in the temporary resi-
Vhere the suspects were
It is unclear why the au-
5 delayed the announce-
the arrests by more than

the event itself, news of
ests was played down in
news media and most
carried only a brief article |
he official Xinhua news.|
, reflecting in part the gov-
\ts skittishness over an
+ that exposed security
1t one of the most heavily
{locations in the country.
ttack is likely to prompt
ned security in Xinjiang,
> most of China's ethnic
. Turkic-speaking people
bscribe to a moderate
>f Sunni Islam. Concen-1
1 an arid stretch of west
na, Uighurs have long had: |
asy coexistence with the
Han Chinese majority. Bul
is have increased in recent
fueled by a surge in Har
fon to the region, a wid:
ncome gap and anger over

Xinjiang as acts of sepa-
Violent clashes between
ars and the police are in-
7 described as terrorism,
recent years, Beijing has
to blame outside agitators

lamic extremists. Exile:
say that much of the vio-
s a response to increas-
wsh policies.
until the Tiananmen ats
1ost of the violence had
fined to Xinjiang, nearly
iles from Beijing.
n Gunaratna, an internas
terrorism  expert  at
\g Technological Universi-
ingapore, said the attack
1elp bolster Beijing’s cons!|
that_Uighur Islamists
lied with a terrorist groufs
as the East Turkestan Is:
Vovement and pose a seri
eat to the nation. {
United States has desig]
‘hat group a terrorist or:
ion, but many Westerr
s have played down its
d its ability to wage at
vithin China. Although the
ities did not immediately
e attack to the group, Mi
atna said he thought th
e would serve as a warr
+ demonstrates that who

By DONALD G. McNEIL Jr.

Shutting down live poultry
markets is extremely effective in
sreventing human cases of avian

u and should be considered if
he disease reappears this winter,
“esearchers in China reported
Wednesday.

But experts, including the au-
“hors, warned that shutting such
markets permanently would be
impractical because consumers
in many countries demand live
birds, and small farmers cannot
afford  refrigerated — slaughter-
houses and trucks.

Even temporary shutdowns
create economic problems but
should be considered, they said.

The study, published by The
Lancet, concerned last spring’s
outbreak of H7N9 flu outbreak in
southern China. The flu is still
rare in humans — only 135 cases
were confirmed before it disap-
peared in the summer, but 45
were fatal.

Two new human cases ap-
peared in China this month, rais-
ing fears that it will surge this
‘winter.

In four cities that responded in
April by closing their live poultry
markets — Shanghai, Hangzhou,
Huzhou and Nanjing — human
cases dropped almost immediate-
ly by 97 to 99 percent, the re-
searchers said.

The flu first appeared in
March. Most victims caught it
from birds and only a few passed
it on to family members or med-
ical personnel, scientists believe.

‘The closed markets have all re-
opened, and the outbreak cost
the economy an estimated SL6

Chinese doctors and nurses at a training course in April for the treatment of the H7N9 virus.

e
‘CHANCE CHAN/REUTERS

billion. It also upset the poultry
industry, which is believed to
have “substantial political con-
nections;” said Benjamin J. Cowl-
ing, an epidemiologist at the Uni-
versity of Hong Kong medical
school and an author of the study.

Other experts warned that dur-
ing outbreaks of H5N1 avian flu
— another rare but potentially le-
thal influenza that has circulated
since 1997 — live markets in
countries like Vietnam and Egypt
simply ignored orders to close.

China, by contrast, is very ef-
fective at enforcing public health
measures when officials decide to
act.

Even in cities where refrigera-
tion is available, many markets
sell live poultry “because people
like to look at the bird's color, its
age, (o see if it looks healthy,’
said Dr. Juan Lubroth, chief vet-
erinary officer of the United Na-
tions Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization.

Live poultry markets are often

crowded and filthy; bird flu
spreads in droppings, and chick-
ens, ducks, geese and other birds
often wander over floors covered
with them.

Some poultry is sold live in vir-
tually every city in the world, in-
cluding New York. In poor coun-
tries, live sales are the norm be-
cause slaughtered birds ~spoil
quickly without refrigeration.

In China, live markets “are
more common than Walmart is in
the US.” Dr. Cowling said, add-

In Asia, temporary
shutdowns create
economic problems.

ing that food scandals have made
consumers wary of chilled or fro-
zen meat.

To prevent H5NI outbreaks,
some Asian cities have mandated
“rest days” on which markets
must be empty for 24 hours while
they are cleaned and disinfected.

A study published last year of
54,000 samples of droppings col-
lected in live bird markets over 12
years found that the presence of
flu viruses on market floors could
be reduced by 84 percent through
several measures less punitive
than full shutdowns: two month-
ly rest days, bans on leaving
poultry in markets overnight and
bans on selling quail.

Some markets require that all
birds not sold by closing time
must be slaughtered and dis-
posed of. But unless sellers are
compensated, they will evade
those rules, said Dr. Guillaume
Fournié, an epidemiologist at the
Royal Veterinary College in Eng-
land, who wrote a comment on
The Lancet’s study.

Work he did in Vietnam, Dr.
Fournié said, suggested that
identifying “hub” markets, clean-
ing them regularly and disinfect-
ing trucks hauling birds between
markets could interrupt disease
transmission with fewer shut-
downs.
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