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«Sans La liberté de bldmer, | et point d loge flatteur - Beaumarchals

ECONOMIE
DARTY MIS EN VENTE
PAR SON PRINCIPAL
ACTIONNAIRE
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‘u“o parisien des opposants ati«mariage pour tous » s'est déroulé hier dans un biance
a bon enfant. Il a réuni 270 000 personnes selon les organisateurs, 45000 selon la police
e l Lamobilisation reste intacte a deux jours du vote de la loi a 'Assemblée nationale
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Mariage gay: la calme déterminatiorles opposants

A deux jours du vote de la loi, la mobilisation restait intacte parmi le cortége qui a défilé dimanche Paris.

Alinl
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cornes de brume, les coups de sifflets et les ‘est la mort, dit-il, c'est ce quon ap-  tit groupe pense aussi que le mouve
de la M;

prend en cours de premiére année. »

LaFrance d'avant est la

'DELPHINE DE MALLEVOUE

GALVANISES par un sl de prntenge
ils Des dames trés chics, entre 76 et 84 ans,
ndustrie est de toutes Jes  Sont venues entre ames. Des gens de Paris,
rs qu'll n'a jan de banlieue et de province alors

ut, place Denfert-Rochereau, &

et du Havre en voiture.
car leur «place est I ». A 48 heures du
vote de la loi, iis ont toujours I'espoir

i et Picasso en
surtout T'anc

et ne

0, selon les manifestants.
vec pancartes et drapeaux dans
une ambiance rythmée par la sono, les

ol
{3 Entre 45000 personnes,

Hollande mise s

entre Denfert-Rochereau FRANGOIS-XAVIER BOURMAUD
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Toute concession
aux opposants, quelle
qu'elle soit, passerait
désormais pour un recul
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jon des Verts, les députés de droite et de gauche s'opposent a la publication de leur patrimoine. Barn‘
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Riot police officers stood by on Sunday

By STEVEN ERLANGER

\YARE same-sex. coul

PARIS — On Toesday after-

noon, France is expected (o

come the Wth coutry o legalize
ouples, regard

their

less of gender o e
tior

‘The final vote in the legistature
i expocted tobe quick,
Socialist_gove
dent Franguis Holl

sed ummm»nmm
against it as a way of attacking
he pesident himselt
Ugh eSHADL at st siooe ey
polls show 3 of the
French_ tavor ol rghts for
the cente
2 Popalar Move
Strations opposing the bill The
unity around the issue has helped
over the sharp divisons
walries In the party,
Tudderiess s 6 Inader,
Nicolas Sarko-
rming fo active

Tuesda

he demonstra
0 bécome more vio
oot st Baophebie v
ries of y
Last week around Parliament th;

white

and Lil, were aitacked, and 4

mightcion
Some prowsters sgainst eay
age bave s calling

unemployment.

d debate on

e bl andcondeanned home-

The vate is expected t0 be rap-
lowed b

view of the leg

ghtly demonsirations | aceurdance s i Consis

tion and then its signing

whapped nommm in the
of

Some caried ch idre
baby
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at the end of a demonstration in Paris where tens of thousands of opponents of  same-sex marriage bill had gatherad]

Protests Against Same-Sex Marriage Bill Intenszfy in France

e attac knd
e cutside &

v in )

s s a
bly as an ill-tem;

ond read:
ne billfinally conclud
o and his govern.
ave pressed ahead with

o m ine bl passed

that read,“All bornof a mom and
dad” O ders con-
demped any targeting of hon
sexuals, The nurnbers on Sunday
were down considerably from the
300,000 who marched last moath
a standard re- But on Monda 1 Valls.
legislation (0 ensure  the interior minister, accused

e political oppo-
f “ules

olaw  pents on the right
horncpbobic pesch*

Mr.
apponcats of the bill

but said they
minority com.
g tothe milons” who voted

B ol e oo
yoar a0, when be prosised 10
pass & same-sex marriage bill in
his first year In office.

Alsoan Monday, the presidet
of the National Assembly

ed slogans
Hollande

f the lower house approved
the legislaion, e French news
ported. The tter way

d blue

nch g

riages uoder & slogan
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month. He was
beaten up while
walking with his
partner in Paris
two weeks ago.
He posted a
photograph of
his bloodied face

face of Homo-

thousands of
times,

Benetal polics has come to
Pl igf el eglorply
ious. questions m\.wu the bill
which Roman Cathoi, Mo

and Jewish leaders oppose. Th
bill promises ..m.w for all®
and more contentiously, polls
sho, would egaize adoptio by
Sme-sex couples. The bill doo

mandate state aid for
al insens M oa or othe

i

ance in procreation fr same-sex

marr des, however, which

many French oppase. \\.. h a bal
be proposed separately

" Pletre Bréchon, 3 ;nx el sc
entist at Sciences.
alsoknown as the

gl
Al righis and frecdoms, wi
values of the

pubic argul g
for all individuals and open to
Foe forma oty e

el views of m
ickent - instit

now “poliicans ic

works are more at the front i

Mr. Bréchon said. T

Sbcivs o - mppers w“\.
poli

" ying the mamiage s
\ onomic dif
conservative, L
tholic country where

few g0 1o church as wel as liberal
I regad o the ights o the inc
¢ F

a5 a kind of "marriage
can be dissalved far n
than mar
Like Mr. Valls, Mr. Bréchon
sid that he believed that once
the bill passed, most of the furor
woald die away 4.4 that even
Mr, Sarkozy's shoald it re-
@ power, w onid o 1y 3.

ort of civil
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Security persc

scuffled with same-sex marriag

opponents as the lower house of Parliament voted to give gay couples the right to wed and to adopt.

Amid Much Tumult, France Approves ‘Marriage for All’

By SCOTT SAYARE
finiive voe by

tional Counc
and signed nto law by President Fra

ande i time o allow the cous
x weddings this sum.

the “marrnge for i
law \[\qm’m\l by Mr. Hollande, a So-
cllisr, came aer monts of Some-
{imes angry debate and a series of ma

jor protests, rallies that drew Roman
Pracce's rus regonn
nd received the bac) Christian,
Sewin and M regions Jodecs
the conservative po
posiion. Homopbobi vickence had i
en in recent weeks, with a handful of
acks o0 gay couples reported across
the country
The legistation was approw
vote of 331 to 225 in the Nanm.\l As
ey, helwer house,
ks  srong majory
s I DO e e s
with party lines 10 support. the law
though there were ndications that
oome o those voiss mey have
cast by mistake. There were 10
tions

It is & generous text that
voted for today, Justice Minister
Christiane Taubira told legisators on
Tuesday evening, calli
“very beautiful reform,
Opposition to the law, which also
opens adoption 10 same-sex coupies,
remained strong and vocal ev
the vote, Members of Parli
the country’s main opposition party,
the center-right Unson for a Popular
Movement, had d i

On Tuesday night, hundreds of dem

rged on the National
Assembly, where opponents have held
a

onstratoes conve

y protests. Several dozen violent

ister Christiane Taul oo, i ot
tional Assembly as she answered questions about the law
which was sponsored by President Frangois Hollande. Abave, supporters
of gy marviaga celabebed cutaida the ssembly o Puris e the vota

Top, Justice M
nch N

ptesters, some wearing balaclavas,  what they call a threat to the founda-

Glasbed whh the riot police there,  thons o Prench society and an injust

ach news media reported, but most  for children who will be raised by par

ents of the same sex. The tagline for La

Manif Pour Tous reads, “All born from
aman and a woman."

This demacratically approv

is unjust and, by pot respecting the

attention focused on adoptior

couples; opponents have deplored  rights of the most vulnerable citizens,

4/23NYT

i harms democracy; sakd Tugdual

Derville, a spokesman for La

Pour Tous. M. Derville vowed 10 con

tinue opposing the law
with “p

ackers of the
tified an unjust and discri
e o wiout enpin
rights of heterosexuals

och spokesmman
for All Out, an international gay rights

member this.” said Mr. Bonne

»
While rapid enactment. seems
‘mast certain, there is precedent for the
‘Constitutional Council to reject a legal
by Mr. Hollande's gov.

December, the coart re
et iion o ol v e

To opponents, a harm to
democracy. To supporters,
a ‘very beautiful reform.”

ateda

7S percent marginal L rate o

Tuesday that the government ha
careful 10 avoid any e

it role to rule
of marriage.
Some conservative lawmakers
asesied ovrturing th Law pouid
they find themselves wi
orky, bt It remains unikety
that they will try 1o do so, despite their
recent vocal oppasition. Opinion polk
@ has consistenty shown that a
strong majority of French support
marriage rights for same-sex couples,
though the country remains more
evenly splt on the matter of adoption.
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Assad crossed ‘red
ine’ with chemical
weapons, says Israel

as a pesticide in

Sheera Frenkel Tel Aviv Germany in 1938, sarinis a
TomC:

ael's top milita igencea
said yesterday that the Syrian regime  "OrMally In gaseous form

had s chemical nctpons g s (o) Wor than 20times ot i
th e

people and criticised the
‘community for failing to act
Brigadier-General Itai Brun, chief of
research for Israeli military intelli-
gence told securiy conference in Tel
vty inat thee was i L'\ulenu‘
that a lethal chemical weay
by sarin. had been deployed i
Sscus and Aleppo on March 19 Hewd
that photographs of victims with foam

Iotottie oy by inhalaton, o
contact, eye exposure or ingestion.
Itclogs lungs with mucus, and can
‘cause death within 110 minutes.

Used in the Iraq-Iran war
between 1980-1988, and by

onits findingstothe nm«hmlm Bt
ain and “other allies in the
hore hiiftwo weeks sgo; offclassakd

The Times reported st week that
thefirstevidence of the use of chemical
weapons in_the Syrian conflict had
been found in a soil sample smuggle
out of the country in a secret British
operation. It said that scientists at Por-
ton Down, in Wiltshire, had found
proof that *some kind of chemical
weapon” had been fired in S

epaeh ofhcials said that Franee had
come to a similar conclusion, as a
“more local” intelligence agencies in
border Syria. “Everyone

Halabja in 1988. Japanese terrorist

who is watching Syria closely knows
(has happened there? said an
based on the

pup s use.
An Israeli intelligence officer added
that satliteimages and witnes tst
mony had “conclusively dete
that  nerve agent had been deploye =
The officer said that Israel was investi
gating “nearly halfa dozen possible in
dents” but that ts most conclusive find-
ings related to attacks in the Damascus
suburbsof Jobar, Adra and Ataibeh.

To the best of our understanding,
there was use of lethal chemical weap

‘Obama will put off decision day

Analysis David Taylor

1995,
Killing 13 people and injuring 5,000

ons. Which chemical weapons? Prob-

Syrian border.

General Brun levelled harsh words
at the international community: “The
response of the world on this issue
reflects iimited influ-

tute for National Security Studies, a
think-tank with close government ties.
arsenal of chemical
weapons in Syria. Our assessment is
that the regime has use

chemical weapons.”

rhere’s a huge

mouth afteran

| and credible investigation”.

and is using
Israel had passed

lled red

ly
US seems to

ence and a predisposition not to inter-
vene.” hetold the conference.

“The fact that chemical weapons
have been used without any ... [int
n m.m] response is a very N\lnu\),
dev nt_and could
uw\.\l(h.n~ml|.nhlnpxln5,n nate.

August President Obama called

the use of hemical weapons in Syria a
“red line" and said that if ]’rmdun
Assad move pons or 1
use of them it could prompt t the
everal months later the Whie
iouss modie this to ay that what
Mr Obama had meant was that he

ould act if the weapons were moved
to militant Islamist movements.

Western intelligence sources said
lastnight that they concurred with the
Iszal anaysis, saying there was  lot

line.

e “We're

month. At the time, he said,

Syria. They believe that regime forces
mounted chemical warheads on artil-

Why? In part, because it buys

lery shells and fired them at bunkers
g

VAW EM e
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Security staff grapple with protesters denounced as “enemies of democracy” 4

Gay marriage gains

Assembly as protesters tried to hang
banner from the public seats calling fo
referendum on the issue. They wer

g a
for
denounced as _the “enemies G,

democracy” by Claude Bartolone, thg
Speaker, and evicted by guards.
Christiane Taubira, the Justic
Minister, said the first gay wedding
ywould be held i June, nm \muld!
joy afte
Irlent debate “Mhoce wh e
are np.xmx o them today will sure,
be confou are over !
come with the happiness K)Hhr newhy!
wedsa

the

ter

made clear i ‘the nvinced that Mr Assad has
day whe i in .I|h.u]\ u'mwd Mr Obama's “red line”
gingerly, to test Western rnponx
diplomats perceive hesitancy in the
2 White House. That explains America's France
i concerns. i the apparent the Israeli | pamsage paris
right for it i finding:
evidence. Britai America’s Atameeting of Nato Foreign Minis- A m\ n!r(l nation saw its parliament
P tersin Brussels, John Kerry, the US approval to same-sex
used on March 19, m\d now Isml‘l retary of State, and other Nato Ir:«ler\ mam,{u-»\uk rday as riot police faced
8 Dlendllpln called for protesters denouncing lI\}' move as
that i gas eda affiliates dence. Mr Kerry said that he spoke to mmu to_civilisation. The vote
month. | Islamic extremists InsldeS)Na_ Binyamin Netanyahu, Israel’s Prime | which mzld\'l»mnn'\lw 14th country to
But For now, \| ister, yesterday alk)u( the intelli- | auth uples to marry — was
billion of nce rl.'um\ “1 r)vml it to say | hailed by suj ml‘l\'r\mmm‘v(\(h -defin-
thalhe tin
d 40 ti press ' that In'the conversation 1 had with |  Butit e amid a limateoftension
White M him, d"Itis up o himand heir | after an upsurgein iolence, death
fState. heis toppled in a P
However, the US A ration s pollln:llplmbﬂol!lhtUSgﬂs Headded:*1 don'tknow yet what the | tha at least 000 poqee afces had
certainly us.llmg,Th!Slzle iragged across its red line and into facts are. | don't think anyone knows laced on standby in case of
| e what the factsare.” forier onurbances

Leading article, page 2.

The tension spread to the National

Mrs Taubira said the l!xll whuh m
authories gy
hildren, meant that mm would enjo*
the full rights duetoal French nnmw"“

s

“They will be able to construct marital
andparental projects”shesaid

n-Luc Romero, 53, a Paris
regional councillor who was one of the
first French politicians to admit to
being gay, said that he planned to ask
for his partner’s hand in marriage.
Recalling a parliamentary vote in 1960
that officially labelled homosexuality
8 3 “socal curse”, Mr Romero said
<For me, who lived in hiding and in

bam rmmmh of oy et 1

i rerwelier partner of Presi
dent Hojande,oined e ciebratons
a5 she ignored advice to adopt a low
profile and declared the parliamentary
votehistoric” in a Twitter message.
Wedding  planners  were ~ also

That is how you prepare

the centre of Paris to
protect Parliament and the Elysée Pal

feelers s well aftr reports that when I
lowed a series of
clashes with protesters after extremist
right-wing gFoups joined the campaign
in the wake of Mr Hollande's decision
to fast-track the Bill through Pariia
ment. Two protests were being held in
Paris last night and dozens more i pro-

marriages in 2010, the first break-up

But the mood outside Parliament
yras sombre a5 opponents forecat a

{aking S1ead from the Roman Caiholl
urch

t the vi
H\\mmu? |’|r1\ hass l\mn'd\hv ocial with homosexunls being sttacked in

dancer defying
the bombers
: Pages 32-33

the National Assembly. Guards evicted the protesters, who had called for a referendum on plans to legalise same-sex marriage and allow gay couples to adopt

approval as police step in to halt violence

China’s generals
face a grim time
with rank and file
Page 34

New miracle
set to secure
speediest
sainthood of
John Paul II

italy
James Bone Vatican City

Pope John Paul 11 could become the
fastest to acl hu\L sainthood in modern
times after Vatican doctors certified a
ond ey the e P pon

The mourners who chanted “Santo
subito (sainthood now)" at John Paul
I1's funeralin 2005 could get their wish
after only eight years, with October 20

receiving death threats
some of the shine off the occasion.
Riot police from across the region - “Can you imagine it?

have been beaten upin Paris, the city of
tolerance,” he said
gas. Opponents are ing
nonsiration m. French

Mo oitande. from signing
Whh e it o by Ik
However, he h
backing down
Centre-right
submitted
Constitutional Council, the country’s
highest court, in the hope that it will be
fce i the  quashed. Privately they admit that a
‘..\x week m\d “MPs, including the ~centre-rig
National Assembly

ht gover
unlikely torepeal thelgisation

pencilled inas the date for his canonisa:
tion. That would easily beat the mod
ern-era record of 27 years set by Jose
maria_Escriv, the founder of Opus
Dei, who died in 19

efirstnformation about the Vat-
can'’s recognition of a new
Sohn Paut 1l caune h s aricie 1 the
zine Credere, writ-
io Gaeta, the co-author of
a book on the former Cardinal Karol
Wojtyla with Slawomir Oder.

Mr Oder is the official Vatican “pos
promoting the former Pope's
cause. “The miracle that will allow the
canonisation of John Paul 11 has been
approved by the medical counci o the
n for the Causes of Saints;
Mr Cactawrote

ow we are waiting for the eval
tion ofthe theologians who must certi-
fy the intercession of Pope Woijtyla in
this marvellous affair, and the judg-
ment of the cardinals and bishops who
are members of the Congregation, who
must ratify the response before defini
tivesigning of the decree by Pope Fran-
s

Roman Catholic doctrine calls for
the Church to certify one “miracle” for
beatification and a second for saint-
hood, John Paul 11 was beatified af
the Vatican mumml the nexplca
ble recovery from Parkinson's disease
ofa French nun.

Details of the second “miracle” have
been withheld but, reportedly, i in
volves the “miraculous healing” of a
woman on the ev \-nm;. ¢ that John Paul

1l was beatified on May 1

Itis perhaps ftting that John Paul Il
will be canonised in record time
because he was himself accused of run

| ning a “saint factory” during_his 2

years as Pope, creating 482 saints. Crit-
ics complain that the rush to sainthood
is wrong because of John Paul IT’s fail

ure to tackle sex abuse by priests and
his protection of Father Marcial Mac

el, the Mexican founder of the Legion
of Christ who was accused of sex abuse
and later denounced by the Vatican

n a separate case, Pope Francis has
lifted the block on the canonisation of
Archbishop Oscar Romero of El Salva:

dor, who was shotat thealtar while cel

ebrating Mass in 1980 after denounc

g government violen
Pope Francis, the first Latin Amer

ican Pope, has signalled his openness
to vitims of Argentinas junta. Today
e will meet Estla de Carlotto, the
president of the “Abuelas de Plaia de
Mayo”, the association of grandmoth.

ers of those who were “disappeared

during the Argentine dictatorship.
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Amid the protests, France legalises gay marriage

Angelique Chrisafis Paris
France became the 14th country tolegalise
same-sex marriage yesterday, pushing
through Francois Hollande’s flagship
social change after months of street pro-
tests, political slanging matchesand arise
in homophobic attacks.
After331votesforand 225 votesagainst,
there were chants of “Equality. Equality.”
in the French assembly, where the Social-
ists have an absolute majority. But riot
police and water cannons were in place

near parliament in Paris in advance of
planned demonstrations against the law.
The right to marriage and adoption for
everyoneregardless of sexual orientation
has proved divisive in France, triggering
the biggest conservative and rightwing
street protests in 30 years. Recent weeks
have seen more than 200 arrests as police
teargassed late-night demonstrators near
parliament. More than 172 hours of heated
debate in the assembly and the senate
meant the billwas one of the most debated
inrecent history, with furious clashes and
anear fist-fight between politicians.

One rightwing MP warned the govern-
ment was “killing children” by allowing
same-sex married couples to adopt and
one senator warned gay marriage would
open the way to people beingable tomarry
animals or objects. MPsin favour of the bill
received death threats, skinheadsattacked
a gay bar in Lille, and gay rights groups
reported arise in homophobic attacks.

Before the vote, the speaker of the
assembly ordered the expulsion of noisy
protesters from the public gallery.

Leader comment, page 30 »)

Gurdian
4/24
17pg&30pg

BEE(F7%0

;ay marriage

Love and hate in France

On Tuesday, France became the 14th country
to legalise gay marriage after parliament
approved a bill to allow same-sex couples
to marry and adopt children. But the vote
felt more of a landmark than that number
implies. Historically, it ranks as the country’s
third major piece of social legislation in as
many decades. Only Frangois Mitterrand’s
abolition of the death penalty in 1981 and
the introduction of civil partnerships in 1999
ranksas high. The here and now countsjustas
much. As Frangois Hollande approaches the
first anniversary of his presidency with record
low popularity ratings and asanother round of
potentially catastrophic unemployment fig-
ures looms on Thursday, getting gay marriage
through must count as a major boost both to
the government and his presidency.

But it has been at some cost: 172 hours of
sometimes vitriolic and ugly debate in the
national assembly and the senate has been

accompanied by violence in the streets of
France’s major cities. Two weeks agoa Dutch-
born man walking with his partner was badly
beaten up in Paris. Last week skinheads
attacked a gay bar in Lille, after announcing
they had come to mete out hate, whileanother
bar in Bordeaux was attacked by masked and
armed men. Tens of thousands have marched
against gay marriage in Paris, some of them
calling themselves “the French spring”.
Inside parliament, the atmosphere has
hardly been more enlightened. The president
of the national assembly, Claude Bartolone,
has received death threats. A deputy from
the (supposedly mainstream) rightwing UMP
party accused the government of killing chil-
dren by allowing gay adoption, and a senator
said legalising gay marriage was akin to allow-
ing people to marry animals. Others had diffi-
culty getting their history right. Jean-Claude
Lenoir, a UMP senator, accused the govern-

ment of disrupting the civil code. It was writ-
ten by Jean-Jacques-Régis de Cambaceérés,
who himself was gay.

The outbreak of vigilante homophobia, and
the backlash against laws that have become
the norm - not only in liberal northern Europe
but in Spain and Portugal too - is a reminder
of how rightwing France remains at heart.
Although amajority are for gay marriage, 53%
oppose gay adoption rights. Even so, there
are large gaps in the new law. It does not give
automaticjoint parenting rights togay couples
who have a child together; nor does it allow
gay women to gotospermbanks. Hundreds of
thousands of children are being raised in gay
families in France, whose parents now have to
marry before applying toadopt their own chil-
dren. The government has hinted at amend-
ments, but it may well lack the stomach for
thefight. The French version of America’s Tea
Party might have proved too strong a taste.

Ara prassasss seoces

Zaha Hadid

This week’s award of the Veuve Clicquot busi
nesswoman of the year to Zaha Hadid just feel
right. It doesn’t matter what you think of he
architecture (not that there’s been much o
it to see in this country); Hadid is a remark
able, and remarkably strong-minded, figure
She is an Iraqi-British woman in an industr
that - as successive surveys from the Archi
tects’ Journal suggest - remains a white mal
club. She is also an architect with a firm vie
of what her buildings should look like: futu1
istic, deliberately chaotic, and often fun. He
BMW plant in Leipzig is deliciously egalital
ian, sticking the suits and oily ragsin the sam
building - and placing the assembly line ove
everyone’s heads. Until recently, Hadid wa
more admired than commissioned, but he
Aquatics Centre was the star building of th
2012 Olympics: a “vast turtle”, as the Observe
wrote. Majestic, memorable, subversive
much like the woman herself.
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